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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s. 1 (a) (i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Gertain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.16/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/iSA£20. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCT/lSA/220. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 



1 ' 552^ ° pi , ni0n h ,l s been established on the basis of the international application in 

the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

° In5,Po^ i0n ha ^ been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
(under Rules 12 13 and 23 Ub))* 9 * ° f * translation furnished for »e purposes of international search 

2 " !i™?f I? ^ any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 ' ° fnf^fii^^^i? 1 ? ^° re than ^ ne version or copy of a sec l uence "sting and/or table relating thereto 
Jnnioff ^ H e( ! 0r , f V rr lK h f d ' l he requ,red statem ents that the information in the subsequent or additional 
S^rfataT^!! fuSed app,iCati0n aS filed or does not 9° be y° nd the application as filed, as 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1 . M The following document has not been furnished: 

S copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bisA and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436/S.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the priority claim. This opinion has 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date is the claimed priority date. 

2. □ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim 

filfnn S inH^!^ a ll ( ? U ' eS 43i? J- 1 a J\ d 1 4 U- Thus for the P ur P° ses of tnis °P inion . the international 
filing date indicated above is considered to be the relevant date. 



3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43fc/s.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive steD 
■ndustnal applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ,nvenOVO Step 



or 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-16 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-16 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-16 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

e following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 
D1 : US 3 928 158 A 

D2 : US 4 1 70 529 A 
D3 : US 3 799 857 A 
D4: US 4 269 681 A 
D5: WO 95/30726 A 

2 Document D1 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

A method and apparatus of removing particulate solids from an oil based drilling or 
completion fluid (see claim 1 and the figure), comprising: exposing the fluid (arrow 
at inlet port 1 6) to an electric field (col. 5, I. 29-51 ) to electrically migrate 
particulate solids suspended therein (see electrodes arranged in fig. 1), and 
collecting the migrated particulate solids to remove them from the fluid (claim 5). 

2.1 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

As can be seen from the above, document D1 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 1 . Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 6 

As can be seen from the above, document D1 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 16. Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3 Likewise, document D2 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this 
document) all the method steps and features of independent claims 1 and 1 6, 
respectively (see claim 1). 

3.1 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

As can be seen from the above, document D2 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 1 . Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3.2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 6 
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As can be seen from the above, document D2 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 1 6. Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4 Document D3 discloses (the references in parenthesis applying to this document) 
substantially the same subject-matter as is the case of D1 . The disclosure of D3 
however is focused more on the migration and removal steps and means (see 
claim, paragraphs (d) and (e)). 

4.1 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

As can be seen from the above, document D3 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 1 . Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4.2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 6 

As can be seen from the above, document D3 discloses in combination all the 
features defined in independent claim 1 6. Hence the subject-matter of this claim is 
not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

5 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-1 5 

Dependent claims 2-1 5 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Re Item VII. 



The terms "PV" and "YP» used in claim 5 has no well-recognised meaning 
and leaves the reader in doubt as to the meaning of the technical features to 
wh.ch they refer, thereby rendering the definition of the subject-matter of said 
claim unclear, Article 6 PCT. 

The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

The independent claims are not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 
6.3(b) PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those fea- 
tures known in combination from the most relevant prior art being placed in 



PCT/Separate Sheet/237 (Sheet 2) (EPO-January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING 
AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEETS 



International application No. 
PCT/GB2004/002863 



the preamble (Rule 6.3(b)(1) PCT) and with the remaining features being 
included in the characterising part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

The vague and imprecise statement in the description on page 1 8 " spirit 
and scope of the invention ..." implies that the subject-matter for which 
protection is sought may be different to that defined by the claims thereby 
resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to interpret them. 

Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background 
art disclosed in the documents D1-D5 is not mentioned in the description 
nor are these documents identified therein. 
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